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Fellow Woodies,

You have done it again; it was a
very hot evening but you turned
ouf in big numbers for our second
meeting on Wednesday
November 2,

Triton representative, Bill Trustler
demonstrated the Triton Work
Cenitre for us. Bill did ¢ 'of of
talking but not very much action
in 1 hour 45 minutes.

| have alriton myself and | find it @
very geod unit, With just a couple
of hours piaying. the average
woodworker can gain alct of
experience and confidence.
encough o be able to fake on
some very interesting projects. So
at some future dafe in 1989 we will
see if we can get Bill back cgain
with some Triton acticn.

For any club tc be a geod strong
clubit needs member
parficipation.

We had a real good chance to
show our strength and community
pride on Scaturday November 19
at the Ciiy of Knox Bi-Centennial
Party in the Park.

The party was centred around the
new City Of Knox Arberetum on
the corner of Dorset Rocd and
Francis Crescent,

Cn of our members, Hamish Hill
has had a lot to do with the park
and wes continuing one of his
projectsduring the celebrations.

WOOD TUHNING
“CLASSES:

The:e are many wood turnmg
tutors and chsses snnnglng up-ail
over the piace as the hobby: of
wood tuming has a resurgence.
Many of these classes require a fair
amount of fravel and expense and
don'talways meeﬂhe needsofthe
student. :

Cne of our own members, Pater
Bravin gives wood turning. closses
ai reasconabie rates 1o all siill
levels. Shop locally. Try Pefer m‘ou;
next meeting. .

He has diready been responsible
for the carving of the entrance
gate to the Magic Garden and his
next project was the carving of an
enfrance archway.

Hamish spoke at cur last meeting
and invited any members to
ccme along and help.

About a dozen members showed
up ot various stages of the day
and tried their hand af wood
carving.

Many spectators fried their hand
foo under our guidance. ihe age
didn’t maiter; iittle kids through to
octenagarians had ¢ go. Many
peopie asked where we came
from and the message abouf our
club was spread around;
hopeifully we gained some new
members but at least we waved
our flag and reached a few mcre
people.

Our next meeting will be held on
Wednesday December 7 and will
Le one that you won't want 10
miss. We have John Doyle and
Dennis Connoer from the Eitham
and District Woodworkers Inc,
giving a real demonstration of
hand dovetailing with humour,
We have the use of two or three
wood turning Iathes at the school
on meeting nights for anybody
who weuld like to fry a bit of
turning. Bring your own timber and
tools if you have them; | will bring
some along for those people who
want to have a go but don't have
any.

if you have not already paid your
Jjoining fee of $10 and your annuc
membership fee of $20,
December "88 will be your last
chance o become o Foundation
Member of the Ferntree Gully
Woodworkers Inc.

You could go through your whole
fife and never have the
epperiunity of being a foundation
member of any organisation so
‘et's see the cclour of your meney
on ‘Wednesday December 7.

Alf Stephens, President
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Hands into saws don't go

by Dr Stephen Collier and taken
from the Woodworkers Group,
NSW newsletffer.

"I have been doing a project on
this common injury and have
collected approximately 150
cases of circular saw injuries to the
hand cver a 30 month period.
This gives an incidence of more
than cne circular saw injury per
week attending our Hand Clinic.

| have locked at many factors for
these injuries and have found
several common denominators.
All these injuries are particularly
severe with patients off work for
offen six months at a time.

'Of the statistics collected. 25% of
the patients have fess then six
months experience with a saw
and in g lot of cases the patient
had never been shown how to
use a saw properly.

A significant number have been
holding the wood in one hand
and the saw in the other. and
almost inevitably have cut the
opposite hand.

Two thirds of the injuries have
occured at work and one third ot
home generaily by home
handymen.

Often they are using chipboard
which | have found is a common
cause of complaint because of
the irregular texture of the wood.
Interastingly. 40% of the bench
saws were guarded and 90% of
the hand saws were guarded but
the hands were still injured.

This says something about the
guards - pernaps they are
inefficient and do not cover the
blade sufficiently.
Approximately 40% of the injuries
invelve the thumib and as this is
the most important digit, the

severity of the injuries can be
appreciated.

Half of the patients cut tendons
and offen this requires two-stage
surgery, and aimost half the
patients had nerve injuries
requiring microsurgery.

Eleven out of the 180 patients
required replantation of their
fingers., again requiring long
hospitaiisation and the use of
hospital facilities.

Thirty five per cent of the total had
at least one finger amputated
and two of the patients had four
or more tingers amputated, which
again is very serious,

Education shouid be more
extensive. particularly for the
heme handymen and
apprentices.

Bad work practices can easily
become habits and noboedy can
expect to be lucky all the time.”

One day in a sawmill........
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Pete’s Jumbleword puzzle

by Peter Fearn, 13 years old.

All of the words listed here can
be found in the jumble puzzle.
They may be vertical, horizontal
or diagonal.

They have all got something to
do with timber or woodworking.

ARCHITRAVE
ARRIS
BEARER
BEVEL
BLACKWOOQOD
BLEMISH
BOW
BULLNOSE
CEDAR
CHERRYWOQOD
CLAMP

COLD CHISEL KNOT PLYWOOD
DADO LATHE REDWOOD
EDGE LINTEL SAW
FACE LUMBER SET
GABLE LYCTUS SHEET
GRAIN MAHOGANY  SHIPLAP
GROOVE MERANTI SHRINKAGE
HAMMER MERBAU SKEWNAIL
IMPREGNATION MITRE SKILLION
JAMB MORTISE SOFTWOOD
JIGSAW OAK STILE
JOIST OREGON STUD
KD PINE VENEER
BOWIMPREGNATION
EEPINELDSDKDCDO
ARSNETUGKTAVOAK
ROKNKCMRILMALDA
GOEMSHBALJARDOR
RVWMOEGILIHTCDR
CEN!IFBRNIGOIHEI
EEATTKTROSGHIGS
DIIDWYSINAACSOS
AMLEOWSHSWNRNEH
REDWOODAKEVALSR
PRTLDOSMWAKDEG!
ABAYLDHMKNOTRBM
LAGCISEEUOQOISTLEK
PUATNTERWSTILEA
IFBVTUTKSLATEMG
HALSEDCMERANTIE
SCECLAMPTENONSD
BEVELBULLNOSEHG
JAMBSETPLYWOODE



Furniture
SQUATTER’S CHAIRS

A few years ago every home in north Australia would
have had at least one squatter's chair on either the
back or the front verandah. This traditional siyle of
chair was developed as one of the best answers to
comfort in a hot and sticky climate.

Although there are many variations of design, the
typical chair always has three points in’' common. The
most striking of these is the leg rest which sticks out
from the chair for quite 2 distance. This aliows one to
rest ones legs out on it, and thus get the most contacy
with the air. In some chairs this rest pivoted around
the front leg of the chair, allowing it to be folded
back and out of the way when the chair was not in
use.

Also the chair had a canvas back for maximum
coolness. Various methods were employed for holding
this in place. If only a single thickness of material was
used then movable rods were slipped through loops in
the material to lock it in place at the back of the
chair, and a couple of turns around the front bar were
sufficient to keep that rod in place. A simpler method
was to use a double layer of material and have eyelets
putinto it, a piece of cord then pulling each end
together to the correct tension.

The third characteristic had no practical function,
but was purely traditional, and this was that all chairs
had turned or shaped front legs and plain back legs.
Even the roughest bush-made squatter’s chair seemed
to have a round front leg, even if it was only a natural
picce of untrimmed tree branch.

Chairs A and B are typical examples of the North
Queensiand squatter's chair, They were rescued from
the Cairns rubbish dump by Stormy. one of my
models. A appeared to be much older than B and
shows stylistic differences, being talier and having the
foot rest up much higher, as an extension for the
arms.

from Australian Traditional Bush
Crafts by Ron Edwards
Published by Rigby, 1975

The front legs are of simpler design, while 1 feel
that the back legs have a much more graceful curve
than those shown in B. though they would have
required much wider planks for their construction.

Chair B is a much more penteel piece of furniture
and lacks the rough pioneer grace of the older chair.
The arm rests are lower down. for more dignified
sitting, but for some reason they are considerably
longer. Both chairs are built without any screws or
nails, the whole assembly relying on good fitting of
the pieces. There is one screw used at the back of the
arm rest in chair A, but this is most likely a later
repair job. Further along this arm rest it will be seen
that the dowel that holds the front leg in position has
adomed head raised abuve the level of the timber.

Squatter’s chatrs are stili being made. and good
examples of old ones are common in second hand
shops in the north. but the introduction in recent
years of cheap aluminium outdoor chairs has sounded
the death kneli of this unique styie of tropical
furniture.
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